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malady and doctors have  despaired of his life  and I   too  feel likewise,
should I in the circumstances put him out of life?
My reply is in the negative. I am afraid some of my corres-
pondents have not even taken the trouble to understand my article.
In propounding their conundrums they forget that whilst I have
certainly compared the case of an ailing human being with that
of an ailing calf and recommended the killing of the former in
exactly similar circumstances, in actual practice such a complete
analogy is hardly ever to be found. In the first place the human
body being much more manageable in bulk is always easier to
manipulate and nurse; secondly man being gifted with the power
of speech more often than not is in a position to express his
wishes and so the question of taking his life without his consent
cannot come within the rule. For I have never suggested that the
life of another person can be taken against his will without violat-
ing the principle of ahimsa. Again, we do not always despair of
the life of a person when he is reduced to a comatose state and
even when he is past all hope he is not necessarily past all help.
More often than not it is both possible and practicable to render
service to a human patient till the very end. Whilst, therefore, I
would still maintain that the principle enunciated regarding the
calf applies equally to man and bird and beast I should expect
an intelligent person to know the obvious natural difference bet-
ween a man and an animal. To recapitulate the conditions the
fulfilment of all of which alone can warrant the taking of life from
the point of view of ahimsa:
1.    The disease from which the patient is suffering should be
incurable.
2.    All concerned have despaired of the life  of the patient.
3.    The case should be beyond all help or service.
4.    It  should  be impossible for  the patient in question to
express his or its wish.
So long as even one of these conditions remains unfulfilled the
taking of life from the point of view of ahimsa cannot be justified,
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A third correspondent writes:
Well, the killing of the calf is all right so far as it goes. But have
you considered that your example is likely to afford a handle to those
who indulge in animal sacrifices and thus accentuate the practice; do you
not know that even those who commit these deeds argue that the animals
sacrificed gain merit in the life to follow?